Plate atelectasis: an implication of foreign body aspiration into the lower airways in two adults.
Pneumonic patches and atelectatic or bronchiectatic changes in the tributary lung distal to the bronchial foreign body are common radiographic abnormal findings in adults with foreign body aspiration into the lower airways. Nevertheless, plate (plate-like or discoid) atelectasis, a form of peripheral atelectasis, has not been reported to associate with this condition. In this report, we describe two men with the foreign body impacted in the right intermediate bronchus. In both cases, plate atelectasis was found in the base of the right lung and disappeared after successful removal of the foreign body via fiberoptic bronchoscopy. These two cases illustrate that plate atelectasis may be an implication of foreign body aspiration into the lower airways.